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Abstract:

This study examines the history of Tafila from the earliest evidence of human occupation to the Islamic
conquest, drawing on archaeological surveys and excavations conducted in Wadi al-Hasa, Busayra,
Dana, Faynan, Khirbat adh-Dharih, and other sites across the region. Archaeological evidence traces
human activity back to the Paleolithic period, when valleys, highlands, water sources, and natural
resources supported hunting and human mobility. During the Neolithic period, more permanent forms
of settlement emerged alongside agriculture and animal domestication. Human occupation continued
through the Bronze Age, while the Iron Age marked a major political development with the rise of the
Kingdom of Edom and the emergence of Busayra, with its fortifications, public buildings, and residential
structures, as one of its principal political and urban centers.

Tafila’s archaeological record also reflects its connections with the successive powers that shaped
southern Levantine history, including the Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, and Hellenistic kingdoms.
The Nabataeans later incorporated the region into networks of trade, roads, and water management.
Following the Roman annexation of the Nabataean Kingdom in 106 CE, local and Nabataean traditions
remained firmly rooted. This continuity is particularly evident at Khirbat adh-Dharih, where domestic
architecture and religious structures demonstrate sustained social, economic, and religious activity rather
than an abrupt break following the end of Nabataean political rule.

During the Byzantine period, settlement expanded and Christianity became increasingly visible through
churches, monastic sites, and other archaeological remains. Tafila was subsequently affected by the
Byzantine—Sasanian conflict of the early seventh century before becoming part of the Islamic state
during the Arab conquest of the Levant. Archaeological evidence indicates that this political transition
did not result in immediate demographic or religious discontinuity, as Christian communities and some
religious sites continued into the Early Islamic period. Tafila therefore preserves a long historical
sequence that reflects major developments in southern Jordan, from prehistoric communities and early
agriculture to Edomite state formation, Nabataean and Roman rule, Byzantine Christianity, and the
incorporation of the region into the Islamic state in the seventh century CE.

Keywords: Tafila; Wadi al-Hasa; Busayra; Faynan; Edom; Nabataeans; Khirbat adh-Dharih; Southern
Jordan; Iron Age; Roman Period; Byzantine Period; Christianity; Islamic Conquest.
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